Uiz Koreiginneglu

Cappadocia Cutlery Set = Cumhur Espresso Cup

Yagiz's latest project for Karaca, one of Tiirkiye's leading homeware brands, is a cutlery set in-
spired by the cultural and visual identity of Cappadocia. When we think of Cappadocia, images of
colorful hot air balloons floating in the sky come to mind. Yagiz translated this iconic visual into
his design language, integrating the soft, rounded forms of balloons into the utensils. Reflecting
Karaca's renewed focus on cultural storytelling in design, the Cappadocia Cutlery Set highlights the
formal resemblance between spoons and balloon silhouettes—an idea Yagiz extends with precision
across the entire set. Placing two knives back-to-back, for instance, reveals the shape of a hot
air balloon. This detail-driven, narrative-rich approach underlines Yadiz's sensitivity to form, place,
and meaning.

Yag1z'in, Tiirkiye'nin énde gelen ev yasam markalarindan Karaca icin gerceklestirdigi son projesi, Kapadok-
ya'min kiltiirel ve gorsel kimliginden ilham alan bir ¢atal-bigak takimi. Kapadokya denince akla gelen renkli
sicak hava balonlari, Yagiz'in tasariminda kagik, bicak ve ¢atallarin yumusak ve akici formlarina dénistyor.
Karaca’nin tasarim anlayisinda giderek énem kazanan kiiltiirel hikaye anlatimiyla da értiisen bu projede, kagik
ve balon formlar1 arasindaki bicimsel benzerlik, setin tamamina yayiliyor. Ozellikle iki bicagin sirt sirta yerles-
tirildiginde balon silueti olusturmasi, Yagiz'in form ve anlam arasindaki incelikli yaklagimini ortaya koyuyor
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How would you describe the approach to
creativity and design in Turkey?

In Turkey, perceptions of design often vary
between producers and consumers. From a
producer’s perspective, a good design is typi-
cally one that is cost-effective, practical, and

Tiirkiye'deki yaraticihiga ve tasarima olan
yaklagimi nasil tamimlarsiniz?

Tirkiye’de tasarimin degerlendirilme bigimi,
tiretici ve tiiketici perspektifleri arasinda farklilik
gosteriyor. Uretici agisindan ticari fayda sagla-
yabilecek, maliyeti kontrol edilebilir ve piyasada

Cappadocia Cutlery set [7],

y v ’ marketable. On the consumer side, designs
Karaca by Yagiz Karaoglanoglu (2024)

kargilik bulabilecek iirtinler genellikle “iyi tasarim”

Could you briefly describe your
design practice and project?

With a background in industrial design, | focus
on creating objects that balance function,
originality, and user relevance. | approach
each project by understanding the context

it lives in—how people interact with similar
objects, what they expect, and where there’s
room for something more. I'm especially in-
terested in designs that carry a narrative or
cultural depth. In the Cappadocia cutlery set,
| reimagined everyday utensils through the lens
of the region’s iconic hot air balloons, using
their soft, rounded forms to bring a subtle
visual story to the table.
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Tasarim pratiginizden ve bizimle paylagtigimz
projelerden kisaca bahsedebilir misiniz?

Bir endiistriyel tasarimci olarak, islev, 6zgiinlitk

ve kullaniciyla kurdugu bag arasinda denge kuran
tirtinler tasarlamaya odaklaniyorum. Her projeye,
tasarimin yasayacagy baglami anlayarak yakla-
siyorum—insanlar benzer nesnelerle nasil iligki
kuruyor, ne bekliyorlar ve bu beklentinin 6tesine
nasil gecilebilir? En ¢ok da kiiltiirel ya da anlatisal
derinlik tagiyan tasarimlar ilgimi ¢ekiyor. Kapadok-
ya catal-bigak setinde, giinlitk kullanimdaki sofra
gereglerini bolgenin ikonik sicak hava balonlariyla
yeniden diigiindiim; o yumusak, yuvarlak formla-
r1, sofraya zarif bir gérsel anlati tasryacak sekilde
yorumladim.

with experimental forms or strong functional
qualities are more likely to be perceived as in-
novative. Creativity in Turkey is largely defined
by a designer’s ability to navigate and fulfill
these differing expectations.

Do you find yourself more influenced by
Western references or Eastern influences?

While | reference the West’s minimalist and
functional design approach in terms of aes-
thetics, | draw much of my inspiration from
the cultural heritage of the East. For me, the
East provides depth and meaning. | value the
process of enriching Western aesthetics with
the symbolic and narrative power of Eastern
culture, and | strive to harmonize these two
perspectives in my practice.

olarak kabul ediliyor. Buna karsin tiiketici tarafinda

islevselligi 6n planda olan tirtinler daha yenilikgi

ve iyi tasarlanmus olarak algilanabiliyor. Ttirkiye’de

yaraticilik ise tiim bu beklentileri tasarimcinin
karsilama yetenegi olarak degerlendirilmekte.

Pratiginizde daha ¢ok Bat’dan ma,
Dogu’dan m1 ilham ahiyorsunuz?

Tasarim pratigimde estetik agidan Batr'nin sade

ve fonksiyonel yaklagimini referans alsam da,
ilham kaynagim ¢ogunlukla Dogunun kiiltiirel
mirasi oluyor. Dogu, benim icin tasarima anlam ve
derinlik katan bir baslangic noktasi. Bat1 estetigini,
Dogu'nun sembolik degerleri ve anlat1 giiciiyle de-
taylandirarak iki yaklagimi birlikte harmanlamay:
6nemsiyorum.
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What was the creative decision or
motivation behind this project?

My main motivation in this project was to
spark a sense of excitement in the user and
to establish an emotional connection with the
product. | didn’t want the design to be merely
functional—I wanted it to offer an experience
worth sharing. It's important to me that the
user has a story to tell or a unique detail

to point out when presenting the object to
others. That idea guided most of my creative
decisions.

Bu projeyi olustururken sizi yénlendiren
yaratici karar veya motivasyon neydi?

Bu tasarimi olustururken beni yénlendiren en
temel motivasyon, kullanicida bir heyecan duygusu
uyandirmak ve tirtinle duygusal bir bag kurmasini
saglamakti. Tasarimin, kullanici igin sadece islevsel
degil; ayni zamanda paylasmaya deger bir dene-
yim sunmasini istedim. Kullanicinin tirtini yakin
cevresiyle paylagtiginda anlatacak bir hikayesi,
gosterecek bir detay1 olmasini 6nemsiyorum. Bu

da tasarim siirecinde aldigim yaratici kararlarin
temelini olusturdu.

100. Yil Koleksiyonu
[¢v] Karaca (2023)

Yagiz Karaoglanoglu

Why does culture play a meaningful role
in your work?

Culture is a powerful source of inspiration in
my work. | believe it’s one of the most ef-
fective ways to bring meaning into design and
to create bonds with the user. The cultural
knowledge passed down through generations
helps guide me toward original solutions for
today’s design challenges. In this sense,
cultural references don't just enrich my work
visually but also provide conceptual depth.

Is there a particular element of Anatolian
culture that resonates with you most?

What fascinates me most about Anatolian
culture is its layered richness. The traces

of various civilizations that have lived in this
geography throughout history have created a
deep and unique cultural fabric. This diversity
can be seen in everything—from architecture
and crafts to music, cuisine, and oral story-
telling traditions. For me, each cultural layer
offers a powerful source of inspiration to
carry into design.

Cumhur Espresso Cup [N],
Karaca by Yagiz Karaoglanoglu (2023)

Kiiltiir, calismalarinizda neden énemli bir
ilham kaynaga?

Kiiltiir, calismalarimda giiglii bir ilham kaynag
¢linkii tasarima anlam katmanin ve kullaniciyla
bag kurmanin en etkili yollarindan biri oldugunu
diistinityorum. Gegmisten gelen deneyim ve biri-
kim, bugiiniin tasarim sorunlarina ézgiin ¢éziimler
tretmemde bana yol gésteriyor. Bu nedenle kiiltiirel
referanslar, projelerime yalnizca estetik degil, aym
zamanda disiinsel bir derinlik de kazandiriyor.

Anadolu kiiltiiriinde sizi en ¢ok etkileyen
unsur/unsurlar nedir?

Anadolu kiiltiiriinde beni en ¢ok etkileyen unsur,
bu cografyanin tagidig1 ¢ok katmanhlik. Farkh
dénemlerde yasamis medeniyetlerin izleri tist tiste
birikerek kiiltiirel anlamda zengin, derin ve 6zgiin
bir yap1 olusturmus. Bu gesitlilik; mimariden el
sanatlarina, miizikten mutfaga, masallardan sézli
hikaye anlatilarina kadar her alanda kendini goste-
riyor. Benim i¢in ise her katman, tasarima aktarila-
bilecek giiglii bir kaynak sunuyor.
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